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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE 
MARKET NEWS SECTION. - COTTON DIVISION 
4841 SUMMER AVENUE. MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38122 
Telephone (901) 534-4736 


COTTON GIN EQUIPMENT 
JULY 1976 
There were 3,000 active gin batteries in the United States in July 1976, 
according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service. 
This compares with 3,200 active gin batteries a year earlier and 3,400 two 


years ago. 


All batteries except two, were equipped with seed cotton driers and all 

but six had lint cleaners. Most of the batteries had two or more stages 

of seed cotton drying and lint cleaning. Over one-half of the gin batteries 
were equipped with automatic bulk feed controls, bur extractors and stick 


and green leaf machines. 


By July 1976, almost 2,000 gins had modified their flat gin presses to 
produce a bale that could be pressed to universal density and size. By 
July last year almost 1,500 gins were using modified flat gin presses. 
Universal density presses were in use in 130 gins by July 1976, up from 109 


a year earlier. 


A total of 279 gins was equipped with mechanical samplers, up from 253 a 
year earlier. Nearly three-fourths of the samplers were on gins located 


in Texas, Arizona and California. 


Over 86 percent of the active gin batteries were using electricity as the 
source of power for gin stands. The remaining 14 percent were powered by 


either diesel fuel, bottled gas or natural gas. 
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